LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
‘A FREE MACEDONIA

A Government Like Switzerland’s Being

Urged Upon the Paris Conterence

By V. K. SUGAREFF, !

Cambridge, Mass., April 10, 1018,
To the Editor of The New York Times;

I beg your indulgence to insert a few
remarks in the columns of your paper
in connection with your editorial article
of last Thursday’'s TiMEsS on ““ A Mace-
donian Solution.”’ ‘

Those of us, Macedonians, whose fam-
ilieasa have been scattered to the four
winds as a result of the political unrest
in the country are quite convinced that
the Macedonian question has not been
presented to the American public in the
light of an untainted justice. Should
Macedonia be subjected to another pre-
war régime, it will be a bitter disap-
pointiment to hundreds of us who
denned the khakf to defend the honor of
the United States and her broad princi-
ples which the Allies ultimately adopted.
May I not, then, present some glean-
inga which I have gathered at the feet
of my professors here at Harvard, some
of whom have gone to Parls to advise
the President in these matters?

The fact that nothing has been said
publicly at the Peace Conference con-
cerning the future fate of Mucedonia is
in itself o confession of the almost in-
surmountable difticulties involved in the
sc-called ™ Macedonian Question.”” It
s a gquestion open to no dispute that an
amicable solution of the Mucedonian

problem wiil be the only stable basls for.

a lasting peace in the Balkans. But
hotv can the Mncedonian guestion be
gsetiled go as to guarantee the future
tranauillity of the Balkans? Students
of Balkan politics have suggested three
methods for settling this all-important
probiem.

The first method is repartition of Mag-
edonia. on the basis of the Bulgaro-Ser-
bian treaty of 1912, While it provides
the basis for negotiation between Bul-
gariz and Serbla, yet this method does
not promise a favorable solution of the
problem, for it opens no avenues for ne-
potintion between Bulgaria and Greece,
nnt between Bulgaria and Albanla, the
boundaries of which wiil certainly have
t> be reatified. The question of Thrace
i3 also excluded from this treaty, and
many other technleal points will make
a solution according to this method well-
nigh an impossible undertaking.

The second method provides that the
principle of self-determination should be
applied to Maceddnia, This method is
in accord with President Wilson's pro-
gram, but few will doubt that the re-
sult will be overwhelmingly in favor of
Bulgaria. Besldes, 1t would have to be
conducted under the supervision of the
Furopean powers in order to insure the
people against an outside pressure svhich
will certainly be used by the contending
parties. In other words, there should
bn created in Macedonia such liberal
conditions as exist in the United States
to Insuré a successful - execution of a
plebiscite. But any one who has lived
in Macedonia knows that it wlill take
vears to establish such favorable condi-
tiong under which a pleblscite can be
auccessfully conducted.

The third method, and the most ac-
ceptable to the Mecedonians, is that
Macedonia should be established a8 an
independent State. The statement in
Tae TiMes editoriul article that in
some quarters the Socialist Partles of
the Balkan countries desire an fndepen-
dent Macedonia does not state the prob-
lema comprehensively. The ISuropean
powers, the Balkan Btates, as well as
the people themselves, have wanted to
establish autonomy for Macedonia. Only
a few precedents can be stated here.
Hac the organic law of 1868 been ap-
plied to Macedonia, as pwovided by Ar-
ticle 23 of the Berlin Treaty, Macedonia
would have been an embryonic autono-
mousg State. A European commigsion
drew up in 1880 the so-called '* Law of
the Vilayets,” which “would bave
amounted to an autonomy for Macedo-
nia had it been enforced. The Macedo-
nian revolutionary committee, or other-
wise known as the Central Committee,
addressed to the Sulton Abdul Hamid
{n 1002 a memorandum in which the
committee demanded autonomy for Mac-
cdonia, Albania, Old Serbia, and Adri-
anople. The Murzteg program of re-
forms, which was formulated by Aus-
tein. and Russia, was in reality an offi-
cial bluff to amellorate the unbearable
conditions In Macedonla, but it inspired
the people with the hope of autonomy

tor Macedonla.

Before the outbreak of the Balkan

wars Austriaz and Russia advised an ad-
ministrative decentralization of Isuro-
pean Turkey. This would have estab-

'l lished a self-government for Macedonia.

The original memorandum of the Bul-
garo-Serbian alllance in 1912 contained
the following paragraph: * The renewal
of the treaty of 1904, mutatis mutandis,

instead of reform we shall ask for au-

tonomy: if that should prove impossible
we should divide Macedonia.”” TFinally,
it was virtuolly agreed between Bulga-
rla. and Grecce '’ to secure the respect
of the privileges deriving from treatles
or otherwise considered to the Greek
and Bulgarian nationalittes’ in Mace-
donia. The above statements fully show
that an autonomy for Macedonia s
really nothing new, which apparently
seems to have evolved from the present
Luropean chaos. In fact, it was no less
a prominent personage than W. E. Glad-
atone who uttered the famous dictum,
Macedonia for the Macedonians, which
has been the slogan of the Macedonian

patriots.
In regard to the referred ecditorial’'s

statenment that an independent Macedo-
nia will provide a half solution which
will make continuing trouble for the
Allles, I beg to say that an independen:

Macedonia will be the surest basis for a
lasting peace in the Balkans. Hitherto
a1l the Balkan States have fought for
the acquisition of Mucedonia. The
Bucharest treaty, which established the
status quo ante bellum in the Balkan.
falléd to bring a solution. Xing Carol
of Rumania described it as ‘' nothing
mora than a drumhead truce,’”” Tho
Carnegie Commission, which investigated
the causes and the conduct of the Bal-
kan wars, characterized it as the * ille-
gitimate pretenstons of victorious na-
tienelities.”  Mrpr. Asguith, the ¥nglish
statesman, sald: “*The Bucharest
treaty is founded on the ruins of vio-
lated contracts. It stands on the fiimsy
substructure of torn-up Scraps of
paper.” It is. evident from the above
statements and the fact that Bulgaria
joined the Central Powers to recover
\acedonia that the best solution of the
Balkan problem is to glve an autonomy
to Macedonia with the same form of
government as that of Switzerland. The
cantons, however, should be smaller in
order to insure self-government for the
verious nationalities. An autonomous
Macedonla will become a buffer State
between Greece and ‘Bulgaria and will
provide a nucleus for a Balkan con-
federation—a confederation which will
guarantee the future economic and in-
tellectual development of the Tilalkany
and which wilt be a barrier agalnst anti-
Balkan influences in the future.
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The independent Macedonia would

"have to be supervised for a time In

order to be n success. The Leaguoc of
Nations should delegnte a member from
its own number with mandatory powers, -
Any of the European powers would be
acceptable, but America would be the
preferred member. The Macedonians
have had enough experience with the
Furopean powers, whose nain object
has been to exploit thelr country. The
United States has proved her disinter-
estedneas in such matters in the Philip-
pine Islands, Cube, and Porto Rico. Be-
sides, thousands of the Macedonians
have resided in the United Statds for
somo time and know what it means to
be under the control of the American
Government. An American Governor
General who knows Eastern affairs in-
timately—a man like Mr. Henry Maore-
genthau, as some one hos saggested—
would go far to insure the succeaz of the
Macedonian State.

An autonomy for Macedonia -unde?®
American mandate will not he thruste
ing upon the people against their will
something which they have not exe
pressed desire for. They are in favor of
some such o plan which will guarantee

them the most eclementary political
rights. There has been formed Teée
cently in Switzerland a genoral councfl
of the Macedonfan socicties, which has
handed to the Premiers of the Entente
Powers a memorandum in which the
committea requested the following con-
siderations—(1) Macedonia should be oce
cuplied by a combined army of Amer-
ican, English, ¥rench, and Italian
troops; (2) All Macedonian refugees re-
gardless of their faith or nationality
should be allowed to return to thefr
homes unmmolested, and should be al-
lowed to participate in the organization
and management of thelr country's
Qtate affairs: (3) The local administra-
tion of Macedonia should be intrusted
to the hands of the native inhabitants
under the contro! of thce army of oc-
cupation.

The Macedonians in the United States
have held two congresses. The first
congress, which was held in Chicago,
I11., in 1013, unanimously adopted a
resolution to demand religious and edy-
cational rights. The second congress
was held last December. also in Chicago,
J1l. The delezates adopted Presldent
Wilson's fourtecn points by a unanimous
rising vote. What the Macedonians of
gwitzerland and America—the only two
countries where they can express thefr
desires without any restraint—have said,
i what they will continue to say and
fight for, should thelr demands be not
granted. V. K. SUGAREFF.



